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PAGE 2Victoria will consider stricter
rules to ensure elderly motorists
are fit to drive after a 91-year-old
was involved in a crash that killed a
woman and seriously injured a tod-
dler and aman inMelbourne’s east
on Thursday.
Police say the woman lost con-

trol of her Toyota Yaris and veered
onto the footpath for about 200
metres along Coleman Road in
Wantirna South, hitting a toddler
and his grandparents.
A 59-year-old woman died at the

scene. A 60-year-old man re-

mained in hospital in a critical con-
dition yesterday, while a two-year-
old boy was in hospital in a stable
condition.
No charges have been laid over

the crash.
Acting Premier Ben Carroll said

yesterday there was a ‘‘valid ques-
tion’’ over whether Victoria should
follow some other states and make
fitness-to-drive tests for older
drivers mandatory.
‘‘There are a range of initiatives

in place . . . through our general
practitioners right around Victor-
ia when it comes to making sure
that Victorians continue to get
tested for their driver’s licence,’’

he said. ‘‘But I think [there is] no
doubt this tragedy has brought it
into focus.’’ Carroll said the gov-
ernment would consider whether
the rules needed changing after
the crash had been investigated.

According to police, 164 people
have been killed by road crashes in
Victoria so far this year. That is an
average of six deaths every week,
and 15 more deaths than this time
last year.
NSW, Queensland and Western

Australia require drivers aged 75
and older to undergo an annual
medical assessment to keep their
licences.
NSW also requires motorists

aged 85 and above to undergo a
practical driving assessment every
two years to maintain an unre-
stricted licence.
Associate Professor Sjaan

Elderly driver review
flagged after fatal crash
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Profile of a
poisoner

LorraineMoss, Erin Patterson and
Lana Clayton took lives using poison.

Joni Johnston, aUS forensic
psychologist, is no stranger to
poisoners.Shehas spent a largepart
of her storiedcareer researching
and interviewing these typesof
killers, andcan list their common
traits like itemsonagrocery list:
Theyare likely to come froma
medical background, their victims
are likely tobe familymembers, and
theyareoftenmotivatedbyrevenge
orfinancial gain.
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What drives a person to poison
Carla Jaeger

Bendigo woman Lorraine Moss and her husband John, and the container
she used to poison himwith arsenic and lead over many years.

Erin Patterson was found guilty
onMonday of murdering three
people and attempting to
murder another with death cap
mushroom-laced beef
Wellingtons. Photo: Jason South

Joni Johnston, aUS forensic
psychologist, is no stranger to
poisoners.Shehas spent a largepart
of her storiedcareer researching
and interviewing these typesof
killers, andcan list their common
traits like itemsonagrocery list:
Theyare likely to come froma
medical background, their victims
are likely tobe familymembers, and
theyareoftenmotivatedbyrevenge
orfinancial gain.
Andyet, despite heryearsof

research, Johnston is frequently
baffledby theway these typesof
killers canbehaveafter committing
their crime.
Shehasencountered several

casesof poisonerswhowere ‘‘so
sneaky’’ theycouldhavegotten
awaywithmurder – if not forhow
theybehavedafter theact.
‘‘I see it over andoverandover

again ...What Iwould say is, if you’re
not a career criminal, if you’renot
somebodywho is anti-social by
nature, orgrewupcommitting
crimes– it does requireamental
process toget to thepointwhereyou
decide tomurder someone,’’
Johnston says.
ErinPattersondidnotget away

withher crime.The50-year-oldwas
foundguilty thisweekofmurdering
her in-laws,DonandGailPatterson,
andGail’s sister,Heather
Wilkinson, andattempting to
murderHeather’s husband, Ian, by
serving theelderly groupahome-
cooked lunch lacedwithdeathcap
mushrooms inJuly 2023.
Patterson’s behaviourafter the

deadly lunchwasapoint of focus for
theprosecutionduringher trial.The
prosecution took the jury through

thekeymoments that they said
provedPatterson’s guilt: leaving the
hospital againstmedical advice,
throwingawaya fooddehydrator
and factory-resettingherphone.
‘‘They [poisoners] thinkup to

when themurderhappens, and then
there’snot a lot of thoughtabout,
‘HowamIgoing tohandle this
afterwards?’,’’ Johnston says.
Johnston recalls a case in theUS

whereamanarousedsuspicion
afterhemovedhismistress into the
familyhomedays afterhiswife’s
suddendeath.Hewas later
convictedofpoisoninghiswife.
Therewasalso thedeathofSteve

Clayton. Itwas initially believed the
SouthCarolinamandiedof aheart
attack–untilClayton’s family
noticedhowoddlyhiswife, Lana,
behaved in thedaysafterhisdeath.
Investigators laterdiscoveredshe
hadpoisonedhisdrinkingwater,
killing the64-year-old.
Now, after oneof themost closely

watchedmurder trials inAustralian
historyconcluded thisweek, experts
likeJohnstonare left todissecthow
themotherof twofits inwith the
typical profile of apoisoner, andwhy
thecasegarneredsuch frenzied,
global interest.
Thefirstpoint Johnston is keen to

clearup is a commonmisconception
– thatmorewomenpoison than
men. ‘‘Thereare all kindsof
stereotypesaboutwomen thathave
lasted throughout eternity,’’ she
says. ‘‘Oneof them is thatwomen
aremoredevious ... Theydon’t beat
youup, theydon’t hit you, they just
poisonyour food.Given the fact that
90percent of allmurderers –at
least in theUS–aremen, thereare
going tobemoremalepoisoners
than female.’’

While it’s not aperfect science,
Johnston says researchhas
indicated trends inwhatkindof
peoplepoisoners tend tobe. ‘‘They
tend tobe less confrontational, they
tend toexpress their angermore
indirectly, they tend tobekindof
sneakier,’’ she says.
Theyarealsounlikely tobe

career criminals;Pattersonhada
clean record.
Poisonersareplannersby

necessity, but somecanderivea
senseofpleasure or interest in the
planningprocess.
‘‘What situationcanyou imagine

whereyoudon’t have toplan
poisoning somebody?’’ Johnston
says. ‘‘Youhave toget thepoison.
Youhave to administer it, even if
youhave it in yourhouse.’’

Pattersonfits thebill as a
fastidiousplanner.Evidence
presentedduring the 11-week
murder trial suggestedahigh level
of planning.Ayearbefore the fatal
lunch, she researcheddeathcap
mushroomsightings in theareaand
practisedhidingdriedmushrooms
inher children’s food.
Johnston says: ‘‘Howangry they

arecandeterminehowmuch
pleasure theyget out of theplanning
process, becausewhenyou think
aboutpoisoning, especially [in
instanceswhere thevictim is
poisonedoveraperiodof time]
there’s a sadistic part of that.’’
Theelaborateplanning is likely to

costPattersona lenient sentenceas
the judgedeliberates the lengthof
her imprisonment.

Whenchoosingapoison to
administer, themurdereroften
turns to something that canbe
acquiredwithoutdifficulty.
Johnstonpoints to acase, also in

theUS,whereaveterinarian
murderedherhusbandwithanimal
tranquiliser.Therehavebeena few
cases inwhichdoctorshaveused
colchicine, amedicineused to treat
gout, tomurder their victims.
Patterson, a formercouncil

workerwhowasahomemakerat
the timeofher crimes, joins a long
list ofwomenwhohaveused food to
administer theirpoison. Johnston
says this again comesback to
accessibility – thewomen’s role in
thehome, especiallyhistorically,
was to cook. ‘‘If youwanted toget rid
of somebody, thenyouhadsome
opportunity asa caretakerorasa
foodprovider,’’ she says.
BendigowomanLorraineMoss

slowlypoisonedherhusband,
JohnnyMoss, to deathbycovertly
feedinghim largequantities of
arsenic and leadoveranumberof
years.After years of symptoms that
baffleddoctors, hedieda slowand
excruciatingdeath.Mossborrowed
booksaboutpoisonandwas seen to
behighly calculated; thehomicide
detectivewhochargedher said it
wasacase of ‘‘cold-blooded torture’’
– althoughshewasalwayspolite to
thepolice.

WhyPattersoncaptured
theworld’sattention
Patterson isnot theonlyperson in
Australia currently accusedof
crimes involvingpoison, but few
caseshavecaptured thepublic’s
attentionquite likePatterson’s fatal
beefWellington lunch. Journalists,
podcasters andfilmcrews
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‘They tend to be less confrontational, they
tend to express their anger more indirectly,

they tend to be kind of sneakier.’
Joni Johnston, forensic psychologist

descendedon the little townof
Leongatha in the aftermathof the
deaths; during the trial innearby
Morwell, truecrimebuffs queued in
the rainoutside thecourt forhours
toget a seat inside.Thereweredaily
newsbulletins, liveblogsand
YouTubechannels.
CriminologistKathrynWhiteley

says the interest in thecase is
threefold.Thefirst is the theatrical
natureof thecrime, almost
Shakespearean in its spectacle.The
second is thenumberof victims–
masskillers are rare.Andrarer still
are femalekillers.
Menareoverwhelmingly

responsible forAustralia’s
homicides.Data fromtheAustralian
Institute ofCriminologybetween
July 2023andJune2024 found
womencommitted just 13per cent
of homicidesduring that time.
Whiteley says this statistic is
consistent across theWestern
world,wherewomenaccount for
about 10per cent ofmurders.
‘‘Generally speaking,weasa

society conceptualise awoman’s
traditional valueswithnurturer,
carer, thegentler sex,’’Whiteley
says. ‘‘Thenotion that awomancan
give life to ahumanbeingand then
violently takeanother challenges
societal normsofwomanhood. It
shocksour societal psyche.’’
Butwhydowomenkill less than

men?This is a challengingquestion
toanswer,Whiteley says.Research
suggestsbiological differences can
playa role, aswell asgendered
societal norms.
‘‘Testosterone inmales is equated

tohigher impulsivity and low
frustration tolerance. It’s thought
withwomen’sprogesterone, there
existsmoreplacidity and
compliance,’’ she says. ‘‘Whena
male’s goals areblocked, theymay
become frustratedandangry,which
can lead toviolentbehaviour.
Women, on theotherhand, have
traditionallybeen taught to talk
through their frustrationandanger,
or asmanywomendo, internalise it.
Women’s aggression is farmore
relational or indirect, rarely
physical.’’
Whiteley,whose research focuses

on theportrayals ofwomenwhokill,
spentmonths interviewing seven
womenconvictedofmurderat
DamePhyllisFrost prison– the
prison inwhichPattersonwill serve
her sentence.She says the interest
is typical of anycasewhen the
offender is female.
‘‘Womenreceive farmoremedia

coverage, nomatter theplatform ...
Womenare relegatedbymediawith
common, oftenmoredamning
adjectives.’’
Oneof thosedamning

assessmentsofPattersonhasbeen
her ‘‘crocodile tears’’. Theaccused
oftenweptduringhereight-day
testimony, but reporters in the
courtroomobservednogenuine
tears formingand the tissues she
pressed toher faceweredry.
The sceneechoedPatterson’s

firstpublic interview inAugust
2023,when the50-year-oldpleaded
her innocence to journalists outside
herLeongathahomeaweekafter
hosting the fatal lunch.
ObservingPatterson’s body

language in thevideo,Whiteley
noted theway shewouldwipeher

tears. ‘‘It appearedalmost forced,
with exaggeratedhandgestureson
andaroundher face; bywipingher
face, her eyes, to showthat shewas
emotionallyupset, reflecting the
overall personal impact this tragic
eventhasonhernow.’’
Thisdoesnotnecessarily indicate

guilt –Whiteleyhas spoken tomany
womenconvictedofmurderwhose
eyeswillwell, but tearswon’t fall.
‘‘Manycontinue toputona ‘brave’
facadebecause theydonotwant to
let their guarddown, as this can
appear to society asa signof
personalweakness,’’ she says.
WhenPattersonwasfirst

confrontedbyreporters on that
Monday inAugust,Whiteley
observed themotherof two
appearing slightly emotional but
willing to talkabouther
relationshipswithher lunchguests.
‘‘Withinminutesafterbeing

furtherprovoked toanswer
questionsby journalistswhowanted
more specific informationabout the
crime itself, sheappears
traumatised,moreemotionally
unsettled, andkeeps repeating,
referringback to a similar, themed
message.
‘‘Somemaysuggest in these later

instances,whereErin continues to
providealmost the samenarrative
response to the journalists, there is
anemotional disconnectbetween
thequestionbeingpursuedand
what sheanswers –almost likea
rehearsal.’’
Interestingly toWhiteley: ‘‘She

doesn’t appear to sincerely,
genuinely apologise forhaving
cooked the lunch,whichmade them
ill.’’
ForJohnston, her interest in the

casewaspiquednot by thegenderof
theoffender, but rather the scale of
the crime.
‘‘The thing that struckme the

most iswhywould youkill all of
thesepeople?’’ she says. ‘‘The
extremenatureof that, I do think
she reallydid endup, inhermind,
blaming thiswhole family for the
deteriorationofhermarriage, and
felt like theymistreatedher in some
way.And that becameanobsession
or focus forher.’’
Thiswasanarrative the

prosecutionput forwardduring the
case.The juryheard that a
Facebookaccount linked toErin
Pattersonsentmessages toachat
groupsayingherestranged
husbandwasa ‘‘deadbeat’’ father
andhisparentswere ‘‘a lost cause’’.
Theotherpuzzlingdetail for

Johnstonwasa seeming lackof
financialmotivation, something she
says is often themotivator in similar
cases. ‘‘Therewas somethingabout
money [but itwasn’t central to the
case] ... forher, I could seemoney
becomingsomewhat symbolic,
whether sheneeded it ornot.’’
Whiteley’s interesthas turned to

Patterson’smental state onJuly 29,
2023: ‘‘Onedoes considerwhatwas
Erin feelingemotionally, as she
prepared the lunchon thatdayand
served the food toher family
members.
‘‘Did she–ordoes she– feel

sincere remorse, bewildermentwith
theknowledgeof her familydying
fromthemeal sheprovided, or a
callous senseof relief, if her agenda
was revenge?’’

Underworld issues
warning with Bali hit,
Melbourne firebomb
Sherryn Groch, Amilia Rosa
and Sally Rawsthorne

Sanar Ghanim’s partner Danielle Gourdeas’ South Yarra cosmetic business
was firebombed on Thursday night. Photo: Paul Jeffers

WhenMelbourne’s ganglandwars
reached theusually quiet streets of
Bali lastmonth, evencrimefigures
backhomewere surprised.
Zivan ‘‘Stipe’’Radmanovic, 32,

hadbeenon theholiday island just
twodayswhenhewas shotdeadby
helmeted intruders in themiddle of
thenight, as his terrifiedwife,
JazmynGourdeas, hidunder the
covers in their luxuryvilla.
AnotherMelbourneman,

34-year-oldSanarGhanim,was shot
in the legandbeaten in the targeted
attack–but survived.Ghanim is the
formerpartnerofDanielle
Stephens, the stepdaughterof slain
underworldbossCarlWilliams.
After amanhuntunfolded, three

Australianswerenabbedbyborder
officials andchargedwith
Radmanovic’smurder.
Ever since,Bali investigators –

anddiplomats fromAustralia –have
beenscrambling topiece together
howaclutchofAustralians far from
homecame tobeat thecentreof one
of themost violent gangland
shootings inBali’s history.
ThenonThursdaynight in

Melbourne, afterGhanimreturned
home fromBali, his partner’sSouth
Yarracosmeticbusinesswas
firebombed.Noonewas insideat the
time, but thebuildingwasgutted.
VictoriaPolice say theybelieve the
attack ‘‘was targetedandwill
investigateanypotential links toany
other incidents’’.
Sources close toboth the

investigation inBali andgangland
figures inAustralia say thewarning
toGhanim isnowclear.
Noneof theAustralians caughtup

in theBali shootingappear tobe
majorplayers in theunderworld
backhome, thoughmultiple
sources,whorequestedanonymity
to speak freely, sayanunpaid
ganglanddebt running into the
millionsofdollarswas involved.
Thebrazennessof theattack, in a

countryknown for thedeath
penalty, has someworried that
violence is escalatingas syndicates
increasingly ‘‘outsource’’ jobs to
inexperiencedguns forhire.
Bali policehave said theattack

was targetedandplanned,with
others ‘‘likely’’ involved inAustralia,
but theyhaveyet todetermine if
Radmanovicwas the intended
target or thevictimof abotchedhit.
TheAustraliansarrested,whose

identitieswerefirst revealedbyThe
Age, arebelieved tobeacrewof
small-timecrookshired for the
allegedmurder.Theynow face the
deathpenalty.
Radmanovic, rememberedasa

devoted fatherof six,wasnot a
knownfigure in theunderworld,
according to sources close tohim
and the investigation.Heknew
Ghanimthrough theirpartners,who
are sisters. ‘‘Now they’ll chaseyou to
theendsof theEarth,’’ a source said.
‘‘But even then, theymight shoot the
wrongguy.’’
Othersbelieveboth thehit and

thefirebombingappear tohavebeen
awarning forGhanim,whosharesa
childwithCarlWilliam’sdaughter.
Speaking toBali police in recent

weeks,Ghanimhad told
investigatorshecouldn’t identifyhis
attackersandhewasplanninga
covert return toMelbourne,
according toa sourceclose to the
investigation.Hispartner,Danielle
Gourdeas,whoalsowitnessed the
shootingandowned thebeauty shop
torched inSouthYarra, hadalready
returned toMelbourne, ashadher
sisterwithRadmanovic’s body.
Ghanim is a formerkickboxer

withunderworldassociateswhohad
been living inBali sinceat least last
yearashe set up thevilla complex
where thegroupwereambushed in
June.The roadsout thereare still
dirt, and theother completedvillas
were reportedly emptywhen the
shooting tookplace.
More thanadecadeago in

Melbourne,Ghanimserved jail time
forhis involvement in twonon-fatal
shootings, aswell asdrugoffences.
Radmanovic andhiswife, Jazmyn

Gourdeas, hadarrived inBali on

June 12andplanned to stay justfive
dayswithher sister andGhanimto
celebrateJazmyn’s 30thbirthday.
‘‘I don’t knowwho [wouldwant

myhusbanddead],’’ she toldBali
police, according toher lawyers.
His accusedkillers hadbeen in

Baliwell beforehearrived,Bali
police say, planning theattack.
Theyallegeoneof theaccused–

27-year-oldSydneyplumberDarcy
Jenson– setup thehit, havingbeen
inBali sinceApril and, asTheAge
revealed, appearing to stakeout the
areanear the crimescenealmost
twoweeksbefore theattack.
Police retracing the stepsof the

accused trio allegeJensonrented
thecarsandbikesused in theattack
andwaitedoutsideas convicted
drugdealerMevlutCoskun, 23, and
Paea IMiddlemoreTupou, 26, shot
Radmanovic andGhanim.
Sydneysiders frombirth, neither

JensonnorCoskunwerewell-
known in theHarbourCity’s
underworld.Bothhadcriminal
convictions –Jenson forminor
trafficoffencesandCoskun fordrug
supplyanddealingwith the
proceedsof crime, although thiswas
small-timeenough to stay in the

local courts and result in anon-
custodial sentence.
Asourceclose to theBali case

saidGhanimand theGourdeas
sisters tolddetectives theynever
sawtheir attackers’ faces.
Themencame in themiddle of the

night, andGhanimsaidhehad
protectedhimself by tuckinghis
headdown into akickboxing stance.
AsGhanimcalled forhelpwitha
gunshotwound in the legand the
attackersfled, Jazmyncrept out of
bed to checkherhusband’spulse.
‘‘I visited the crimescenea few

daysafter to collectpersonal
belongings forJazmyn, and thevilla
was intact, itwasn’t ransacked,’’ the
source said.Therewerenosignsof a
robbery, but ‘‘bloodwas
everywhere’’. ‘‘On thefloor, in the
bathroom, themirrorglasswas
broken fromthebullets.’’
Theattack in Indonesiahasnot

only shaken the surviving
Australiansbut sent ripples through
theunderworldbackhome.
MostAustraliancrimebosses

nowcall the shots fromapparent
safetyoverseas.Popular

destinations forgangsters in exile
includeLebanon, theUnitedArab
Emirates andThailand.But for
some, the shooting inBali, in a
countrywith thedeathpenalty,
meansanalarmingescalation.
‘‘It’s just the start, nowyoucan

havesomeonekilledoverseas, even
there,’’ aganglandsourcesaid. ‘‘Soon
theywon’tuseAussies for the jobs,
they’ll usecheap local alternatives.’’
TheAustralianFederalPolicedid

not answerquestionsonwhether
Indonesiahadrequested its co-
operation in the caseor their own
investigationsonshore, buthas said
noonehadbeenarrested in
Australia over theBali ambush.
VictoriaPolicedidnot say

whether theywere investigating
local connectionsorany fallout
related to theBali shooting, and
referredquestions to theAFP.
TheAustraliangovernmenthas

beenprovidingconsular assistance
to theAustralianmensince their
arrest andseekingbriefings from
Indonesiancounterparts, as
ForeignMinisterPennyWong
reiteratesAustralia’s opposition to
thedeathpenalty.

WithCameronHouston


